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[Examiner's Remarks] 

Cited References 1 and 2 discloses a monolith type ceramic 
filter having a reduced flow resistance portion which corresponds to 
a discharge conduit of filtrate. Also, as disclosed in Cited Ref.3, it 
has been known prior to the present invention to provide a ceramic 
membrane of fine pore diameter as a selective function layer and an 
intermediate layer. 
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Dear Mr. Bretschneider, 

Annexed find the office action from JPO with partial English 
tranglation and one of cited reference(s), JP-UM-A-57-191421. 

We appreciate your submitting- these documents as soon as 
possible. 

Note that as to two of cited references are not attached 
herewith since they corresponds to WO publications already 
submitted as follows^ 

Cited Re.2 JP-A-I-501534 corresponds to W08S/07398 
Cited Re.l JP-A* 3 -500386 corresponds to WO 907038 31 

Very truly yours, 
A. Kato Ss Associates 
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Asamichi Kato 
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